Multiplying Decimals
Neena and Hamid are learning about multiplying decimals. This is the question they are trying to answer.

3.6 x 2.7      Which is the right answer?     0.972      9.72    97.2      972

Neena says. “I think the answer will be about 9”
Hamid says;  “I think the answer will have two numbers after the decimal point”
Neena asks “ Why “

Hamid says “Because each of the numbers has 1 figure after the decimal point and 1 = 1 is 2”

Hamid and Neena chose 9.72 as the right answer

Check using the calculator to see if they were right.

Now try and answer these in you group. Think and talk with the others in your group. Decide which you think is the right answer then check with the calculator.

4.2 x 4.1 =              1.722

17.22

172.2

1722

5.1 x  6.3 =

 3.213

32.13

321.3

3213

2.9 x 7.1 =

 2.059

12.59

20.59

40.59

6.1 x 10.2=

 0.6222
6.222

33.22

62.22
Did you get them all right?

Now here are some multiplications to match with the answers.

Take it in turn to try and match a question and answer. Make sure you check after guessing with the calculator.

5.1 x 3.1

7.2 x 4.2

4.9 x 8.1

6.1 x 9.9

1.9 x 1.1

Possible answers

60.39

30.24

2.09

15.81

39.69


